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Working Backwards from the 


Worst Moment of My Life


Fiction by Rob Roberge


ISBN 978-1-59709-165-7


Binding: Tradepaper


Size: 5 x 8; Pages: 112


Price: US $19.95


Pub Date: 1 October 2010
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Red Hen Press Books


at www.redhen.org








Working Backwards from the Worst Moment of My Life


fiction by


Rob Roberge











From a writer Steve Almond calls “the master of the down and out that just got worse” comes a collection of stories that live vividly in the reader’s memory long after the final page has been turned. Taking place in a world of desperate people who cling to hope, but have few expectations, Roberge introduces us to a motley crew of cripples, drug addicts, former child actors, chimpanzee boxers, exterminators, and assorted criminals. These desperate, boldly original stories are distinguished by a stark prose reminiscent of Denis Johnson or Lorrie Moore, but are, ultimately, all their own—powerful, riveting, deeply felt and darkly funny. 





“Subtly, deftly, Rob Roberge elevates the ordinary to the extraordinary.  His surprising, often darkly humorous stories take the reader to places rarely visited by even our boldest writers.  The prose is clean and tough and powerful, marking Roberge as a truly fine and formidable talent.” 


—James Brown, author of This River and The Los Angeles Diaries





“These stories make me want to climb right up inside of Rob Roberge’s head and ride around looking out at his weird, dark world.  His broken people are riveting and strange but deeply familiar. Beautiful and funny and heartbreaking in one breath—everyone should read this book.”  


—Katie Arnoldi, author of Chemical Pink and The Wentworths





“The characters populating Working Backwards from the Worst Moment of My Life exist on a perpetual edge: of transgression, addiction, no-win decisions, desire, the law, and sometimes survival itself.  Rob Roberge possesses an unflinching eye, rendering perfectly the intensity, hilarity and numbness of small moments that often double as last chances.  This is a rollicking read, so fast and enjoyable that by the time the punch of sadness hits you, you're too far gone to go anywhere other than where Roberge leads.” 


—Gina Frangello, author of My Sister’s Continent








Red Hen Press   P.O. Box 40820    Pasadena, CA 91114   www.redhen.org 











Red Hen Press is a small nonprofit literary press founded in 1994.


Please support small independent presses who keep cutting edge literature alive.








Order Form





Mail order to:


Red Hen Press


P.O. Box 40820


Pasadena, CA 91114








Please send _____ copies of Working Backwards from the Worst Moment of my Life by Rob Roberge to:














Name:


Address:


City:					State		Zip


E-Mail:





Per copy: $19.95


Subtotal:





No shipping charge for books ordered before 10/01/10!





S&H 1st copy 	$3.00





Add $1.00 for


each add’l copy:





Donation : $





TOTAL: $








Donations will 


support the 


publication of 


Red Hen titles.


Thank you!








Red Hen Press


P.O. Box 40820


Pasadena, CA 91114-7820
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